
CALIFORNIA ImGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY llEGION

ORDER NO. 84-48

NPDES PER~IIT NO. CA0037982

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

ESTERO MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
FOSTEl, CITY LAGOON, SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, finds that:

1. Estero Municipal Improvement District (hereinafter
discharger) by application dated December 13, 1983, has
applied for renewal of waste discharge requirements and a
permit to discharge wastes under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System.

2. The discharger is currently discharging about 20 million
gallons per day (mgd) of waste containing pollutants into
San Francisco Bay, a water of the United States, at a point
approximately 1300 feet east of the i.ntersection of Foster
City Boulevard and Third (3rd) Avenue in Foster City,
California. The discharge is within the Foster City North
Shellfish bed. The waste consists of water taken in from
Belmont Slough during high tide and circulated through the
Foster Ci.ty Lagoon, a water of the United States. The
lagoon is normally flushed by natural tidal cycles, which
requires the manipulation of slide gates, flap gates, and
weirs. In addition, pumps are available to augment water
exchange and to prevent flooding from storm runoff. The
lagoon is subject to occasional dense growths of algae and
aquatic weeds and the discharge of its contents into San
Francisco Bay constitutes a "discharge of pollutants" as
defined in Section 502 of the Federal \vater Pollution
Control Act Amendments of 1972.

3. The Board adopted the amended Water Quality Control Plan
for San Franci.sco Bay Basin in July 1982. The Basin Plan
contains water quality objectives for the Foster City
Lagoon and Lower San Francisco Bay.

4. The beneficial uses of the Foster City Lagoon are:
a. Water contact recreation
b. Non-contact water recreation
c. Wildlife habitat
d. Ocean commercial and sport fishing
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